62            SIR MARTIN FROBISHER
A curious tale is told of the Queen at this juncture.
She was staying at the Earl of Warwick's house in
Essex and conversation would naturally include the Fro-
bisher voyage. Warwick had been the original sponsor
for the captain. The Queen was now interested. She
was probably in a mood unfavourable to those about her.
She was one of the greatest women who ever lived, but
there is no doubt that her greatness of soul, her mean-
ness of mind, and her weakness of body made her diffi-
cult to live with. Her leg ulcer, which appears to have
been a misfortune inherited from her father's incon-
tinence, was not yet closing, and to add to her torment
she was now suffering agonies from toothache. Strype
says she experienced "excessive anguish," that she got
"no sleep for divers nights, and endured very great tor-
ment night and day." Yet her Council, who were also
enduring excessive anguish because of her incalculable
and infinite changes of policy, were informed that Mar-
tin had more men in his ships than she had permitted
and a letter was to be sent post haste to Harwich to
order the supernumeraries ashore. Which was done;
and who can blame the captain if, among those to be
left, he induded the six criminals destined to die amid
the dreadful loneliness and misery of Greenland? Be-
fore he left he did, according to Best, who was on board,
ride^into Essex from Harwich and, "kissing Her High-
ness's hands, with gracious countenance and comfortable
word, departed toward his charge."
Perhaps the toothache was better.